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Then one of the various mendicants approached the Buddha. Having approached and saluted the Buddha, he sat on
one side. Seated on one side, he asked the Buddha this,
"This world 'the world' is called, reverend; but in what way, reverend, is it rightly deemed, 'the world'?"
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"It decomposes, r.|'1.endicant, therefore, truly, one calls this the world. Rather why [do I say] ‘it decomposes'? Truly,
mendicant, the eye decomposes, the forms [seen] decompose, the consciousness posited by the eye decomposes, contact
with the eye decomposes, and whatever is arisen from [these] preconditions of contact with eye, seeming meaningful,
or meaningless, or neither meaningful nor meaningless, that too decomposes."
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"Truly, mendicant, the will decomposes, truths decompose, the consciousness posited by the will decomposes, contact
with the will decomposes, and whatever is arisen from [these] preconditions of contact with the will, seeming
meaningful, or meaningless, or neither meaningful nor meaningless, that too decomposes. Truly, mendicant, this is
therefore deemed the world."



